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RICHARD+ PLATT OF WARE, CO. HERTFORD, ENGLAND, 
= AND MILFORD, CONNECTiCUT 


- By John Insley Coddington, F.A.S.G., of Washington, D.C. 
(Continued from Vol. 30, p. 22) 


‘Pedigree of the Platt Family 
1. Simon Platt of Ware, co. Hertford, tailor, the 


testator of 1594, was probably born about 1530-1535, 


and was buried at Ware on 12 Apr. 1594. His relation- 


ship to the other contemporary members of the numerous 
Platt family in Hertfordshire has not yet been deter- 
mined. Simon Platt married, perhaps about 1558, Eliza- 
beth ————, who was the executrix of her husband's 
will in 1594 and the testatrix of 1598. She was buried 
at Ware on 21 July 1598. 

Children, baptised at Ware: 


i. Alice, bap. 22 Sept. 1559; m. at Ware, 2h Oct. 1591, 
\ John Sawford. She was mentioned in the wills of both 
her father and mother, Her father also bequeathed to 
John Sawford his best’ velvet 
ii. Joan, bap. 30 Nov. 1561, bur. at Ware 15 Dec. 1563. 
iii. John, bap. 25 Feb. 1563/3; named as eldest son in his 
father's will in 1593; vrobably the John Platt who 
was bur. at Ware 3 Sept. 1597, since he was not men- 
u tioned, in his mother's will in 1598. 
iv. Robert, bap. 28 May 1565; named in his father's will in 
a's “159h, and named executor and residuary legatee in his 
-mother's will, in 1598. He m. at Ware, 16 Apr. 1599, 
‘Gillian Clackson. © 
.v. Agnes, b. ca. 1567, baptism not found; mentioned in the 
Wills of both parents d. unmarried and was bur. at - 
Ware 3 May 1609. 
“ord. ae ae bap. 19 Mar.’ 1569/70, bur. at Ware 27 Mar. 
é’ 1570 
vii. Elizabeth, bap. 22 May 1571; not mentioned in the will 
4 of either parent and probably d. young. 
viii. Sarah, bap. 21 Aug. 1575; mentioned in the wills of 
both parents. 


es ix. George, bap. 13 May” 1582. Bt. ee 2 


1 abe George Platt (Simon) was. ‘paptieed at Ware on 13 


May 1582. Since he was married about 1597-8 and his. 
eldest child was baptised on 23 July 1598, the compiler 
was suspicious of the accuracy of the date of George's 
own baptism. -However, Miss Freda Podmore triple-check- 
ed the Ware Parish Registers, and not only is the date - 


of George's baptism correct, but there is no record of. 


any earlier George Platt. There is a gap of almost 
seven years between George's baptism and that of Sarah, 
his next older sister; perhaps George was born before 
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1582 and not baptised in infancy, though there is no 
evidence that the Platt family held anti-paedo-baptist 
views. Perhaps George was in fact born in 1582 and 
married at an unusually early age for the end of the 
sixteenth century, though such an age for marriage 
would not have been so unusual a century earlier. 

George Platt was a tailor like his father, and was 
to receive 12d. according to his father's will in 159. 
He was not named at all in his mother's will in 1598. 
She may have been displeased with George because of his 
early marriage, or she may have portioned him at the 
time of his wedding. George Platt was taxed on 2Qs. 
worth of land in the year 2 James I [1604], and the 
amount of the assessment was 2s. 8d. He was the testa- 
tor of 1609, and was buried at Ware on 20 Apr. 1609. ~ 
He married, about 1597-8, Mary ————, who survived him 
and was executrix of his.will. Mary's burial does not 
appear in the Ware Parish Registers, and since she was 
a young widow, it is likely that she remarried in an- 
other parish. 

Children, baptised at Ware: 


i. George, bap. 23 July 1598; named in his father's will 
in 1609; bur. at Ware 15 July 1625, probably unmar- 
ried. 

ii. William, bap. 26 Oct. 1600; named in his father's will 
in 1609; m. about 1628 Martha » and later moved 
to London. Children: 1. John, bap. at Ware 8 Nov. 
1629; 2. Martha, a "nurse-child," d. at London and 
was bur. at Ware 18 Dec. 1633. 

3 iii. Richard, bap. 6 May 160). The settler at Milford, Conn. ~ 

iv. Mary, bap. 23 Mar. 1605/6; named in her father's will 
in 1609. 

v. Elizabeth, bao. 7 Aug. 1608, bur. ‘at, Ware 5 Oct. 1608, 


3. Richard Platt (George, Simon), a founding set- = «z. 
tler of Milford, Conn., and deacon of the church there, 
was baptised at Ware, co. Hertford, 6 May 1604, and 
died at Milford shortly before 13 Feb. 1684/5, when the 
inventory of his estate was taken [the date of the in- 
ventory was definitely 13 Feb. 1684/5, not 13 Feb. + 
1683/4 as given by Alrick H. Man). = oe 
George Platt died when his youngest son Richard was 
less than five years old, and according to George's 
will, his dwelling house was devised to his wife Mary 
and at her death was to devolve on Richard. Richard © 
Platt was doubtless educated at the Grammar School at § ~ 
Ware, and may have become a tailor like his father and. 
grandfather. As will be seen below, Richard had an ap- 
prentice in 1629, which implies that he was in some 
trade at the time, and the trade may well have been © 
that of tailor.: = ne ; To 4 
Richard Platt's religious beliefs were profound ‘and ™ 
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Puritan in character. He must have been deeply influ- 
enced by the preaching and teaching of Mr. Charles 
Chauncy, who was Vicar of Ware from 1627 to 1633, emi- 
grated to New England in 1638, was teacher at Plymouth, 
1638-0, minister at Scituate, 1641-54, and served as 
second President of Harvard College from 1654 to his 
death, 19 Feb. 1671/2 [see Samuel Eliot Morison, The 
Founding of Harvard College, 1935, passim, and Harvard 
College in the Seventeenth Century, 1936, also passim. 
In the latter work, Morison quotes (p. 324) Cotton 
~Mather's eulogy of Chauncy, who ".....will never be 
forgotten by many of our most worthy men, who were made 
such men by their Education under him" (Magnalia, book 
iii, 136)). The sincerity and depth of-Richard Platt's 
religious feelings are shown by his emigration from the 
kingdom of England to "Christ's Kingdom," the New Haven 
Colony, by his membership in the church of Milford al- 
most from its foundation and his service as deacon 
there, and perhaps most clearly by the language of his 
will [infra]. In this will, Platt not only took pains 
to provide a Bible for twenty-four of his living grand- 
children, but made two significant bequests of £5 each, 
to be devoted towards the "bringing up" of a young man 
"to be a schollar" in the Puritan mould. 

Richard Platt was married at Roydon, co. Essex [four 
miles southeast of Ware], on 26 Jan. 1628/9, to Mary 
Wood, who was baptised at Roydon 10 Nov. 1605, and was 
buried at Milford, Conn., 24 Mar. 1675/6 [Milford 
Church Records, The American Genealogist, ante, 16:30]. 
She was the eldest daughter, and second of seven chil- 
dren, of John and Jane Wood of Roydon, for whom see the 
pedigree of the Wood family, infra. Her eldest brother 
John Wood- was a Puritan minister, so it is presumed 
that the religious beliefs of the Platt and Wood fami- 
lies harmonized. 

It may be pointed out parenthetically here that an 
error has been made repeatedly concerning Mary (Wood) 
Platt's date of burial. The date appears (wrongly) as 
"2 Jan. 1676" in James Savage, Genealogical Dictionary 
of New England. Since Savage generally used modern 
chronology and ignored double dates, those who have 
followed his mistake have given the date of burial ei- 
ther as 24 Jan. 1676 or 24 Jan. 1675/6. The error ap- 


Audentia Smith Anderson, Ancestry and Posterity of Jo- 
» 1929, p. 394; in Donald Lines 
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Fairfield, 1930, 1:483; and in Mary Lovering Holman, ._. 
The Ancestry of Colonel John Harrington Stevens and his 
wife Frances Helen Miller, 1948, p. 4By. But Alrick H. 
Man observed lin "The Descendants of Richard! Platt," 
1:2] that "Savage says 'His wife Mary died or was bur- 
ied Jan. 24, 1676,' but the Milford Church Records 
('Long Book') record that she was buried March 2l, 
1675/6." The correct date, "2h Mar. 75/6," is also 
found in "Milford Church Records" [ante, 16:30] tran- 
scribed by Mr. Jacobus from a photostatic copy of the 
original records. ; 

Some six months after the marriage of Richard and 
Mary Platt,on 13 July 1629 there was an "Order that 
Richard Platt of Ware and his apprentice be brought be- 
fore certain justices, that some order might be taken ~ 
to end the differences between them" [Hertford Count 
Records, vole 5, Quarter Sessions Books, 1619-1657, 
Hertford, 1928, p. 115]. . 

The eldest child of Richard and Mary (Wood) Platt, 
named Mary after the mother, was born at Roydon, pre- 
sumably in the Wood family home, and was baptised there 
on 11 Nov. 1629 as "Mary the Daughter of Richard Platt 
of Ware and Mary his wife." The next four Platt chil- 
dren, John, Isaac, Samuel and Sarah, were born and bap- 
tised at Ware in 1631, 1633, 1634 and 1636 respective- 
ly. But the Puritan urge to leave ungodly England and 
find a new abode in a more congenial religious atmos- 
phere was evidently at work in the minds of Richard and 
Mary Platt. Accordingly, they disposed of their lands 
and houses at Ware by a final concord signed at West- .- 
minster on 25 Apr. 1638, receiving £42 for the premises. 
Then they prepared to sail for New England, but may 
have had to stay in or near london for some months 
while awaiting passage. They appear to have crossed . 
the Atlantic either in the latter half of 1638 or in 
the first half of 1639..." « — 

It is possible, even probable, that the Platts were 
acquainted with Mr. Peter Prudden in Hertfordshire [cf. . 
S. Allyn Peck, “Reverend Peter Prudden, Pastor and ~ 
Founder of Milford,. Connecticut, and his English Ances- \ 
try," ante, 16:1-28, 122-3, 177-9; 17:52; 18:60]. They : 
were animated by the same piety and religious feeling \ 
that distinguished Mr. Prudden and the other early : er, 
leaders of the New Haven Colony. It was natural, there- 
fore, that the Platts should join the group of families, 
principally from Hertfordshire and the adjoining coun- 
ties of Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire, which Mr. ' 
Prudden had led to New England in the summer of 1637. 
After spending some months in Massachusetts Bay, Nr. 
Prudden and his company followed Mr...John.Davenport, \ » 
Mr. Theophilus Eaton and their group-to the new settle- 
ment of Quinnipiac on Long Island Sound (the modern 
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New Haven). Both groups reached Quinnipiac in April 
1638; but though the two groups were friendly, they re- 
tained separate identities, for it was the intention of 
Prudden and his friends to leave Quinnipiac and found a 
- ~~new settlement as soon as circumstances should permit. 
In preparation for this, the Prudden group formed it- 
self into a church on 22 Aug. 1639 while still at New 
Haven, the members signing a covenant which is reckoned 
as the foundation of the Church of Christ at Milford, 
though the actual settlement of the group on the lands 
--of Wepowaug, which they renamed Milford, did not take 
place until the spring of 1640, after 8 April, on which 
date Mr. Prudden was ordained pastor of the new church. 
This ceremony took place at New Haven while the group 
was still there [Isabel MacBeath Galder, The New Haven 
colony, 1934, pp. 46-57, 73-4, 86, and ante, 16:7-5, 

It has been stated that the Platt family arrived at 
New Haven in August 1639, and this may be true, but 
Richard Piatt's name is not among those who signed the 
covenant of 22 Aug. 1639, and "Richard Plot" did not 
join the Church of Milford at New Haven until 29 Jan. 

1639/40 [ante, 16:29]. "Mary Plot, wife of Richard" 
joined the: church on 15 Aug. 1641, after the group had 
arrived at Milford-[ante, 16:30]. 

Richard Platt was in New Haven long enough to acquire 
property there. In the New Haven Town Records [errone- 
ously published as Records of the Colony and Plantation 
of New Haven, 1638-1649, ed. by Charles J. Hoadly,15857), 
there is a list of the heads of families in New Haven 
and their possessions{ which Hoadly dated 1643, but 
which Mr. Jacobus believes should be dated 1040. In 
this list [p. 92] there appears the name of "Rich: 
Platt" with 4 persons in his family [error for 6]; an 
estate worth £200; 20 acres in the first division of 
lands; 4 acres in the "Neck"; 12 acres of meadow; 48 

. acres in the second division, and paying a yearly rate 
~ of £1. Richard Platt had, as is evident, a comfortable 
estate and lived in*the "Hertfordshire quarter" of New. 
Haven, with William Fowler, Mr. Peter Prudden, James. 
Prudden, Edmund Tapp, the Widow Baldwin, Zachariah 
Whitman-and Thomas Osborne. Heferences to his land in 
New Haven, which he gradually :sold after movi to Mil- 
ford in 1640, appear on pp. 190, 233, 307 and he of. 
the Records of the Colony and Plantation of New Haven, : 
and in the New Haven Town Records, 10602-1684, pp. Si, ° 
164, 280 and 281. ies a he, 

‘ Four more children were born to Richard and Mary ~ 
(Wood) Platt at Milford, named Epenetus, Hannah, Josiah 
and Joseph. Of these, Epenetus was the first child 
born and baptised [by Mr. Prudden] in the new settlement 

of Milford, his baptism taking place on 2 July 1640. 
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His unusual given name may have been a reference to his 
being the "first fruit" of the new church, because he 
was named for Epenetus, the 'first fruit of Achaia unto 
Christ,' who was greeted by St. Paul [Komans, xvi:5]}. 
But the name Epenetus had already been used in England 
by another Hertfordshire family, which may be a clue to 
a possible relationship. Thomas and Mary (Ashton) 0Ol- 
ney of St. Albans, co. Hertford, and later of Provi- 
dence, R.I., had a son Epenetus, baptisea at St. Albans 
Abbey 14 Feb. 1033/4 [ante, 10:89). 

The remainder of Richard Platt's life was passed 
quietly at Milford. He was not elected to public of- 
rice, but his friends showed their trust in him by of- 
ten asking him to act as witness to wills, as on 26 


July 1656 he witnessed the will of his pastor, Mr. Pe- - 


ter Prudden. As Mrs. Selleck points out [Miner Family, 
p. 147), "he was a man of high character and deeply re- 
ligious, and was chosen deacon of the Milford Church in 
1669. When his daughter Sarah was widowed, and prior 
to her second marriage, he cared for her and her chil- 
dren, and the court records refer to his extreme care 
and liberality in conserving the estate of these or- 
phaned grandchildren for their benefit." 

As has been indicated, Mary (Wood) Platt died at 
Milford in March 1675/6, somewhat less than nine years 
before her husband. it is desirable to discuss a mis- 
taken theory about her identity. Alrick H. Man (who 


did not know that Mary was a Wood) suggested [op. cit., - 


pp. 3b and 4b] that she might be a Bryan, sister of 
Sarah (allegedly born a Bryan), who was successively 
the wife of Sylvester Baldwin and of Captain John Ast- 
wood. 5 “Fe NX 
The late Ralph Db. Smyth, of Guilford, Conn., claimed 


that Sarah was a Bryan, and others have followed him in ° 


this claim and have stated that Sarah was a sister of . 
Alexander Bryan, who was baptised at Aylesbury, co. 

Buckingham, 23 Sept. 1602, and later settled at Milford. 
This is untrue, for Alexander Bryan had no sister Sarah 
despite the number of twenty-one children in his fa- 


ther's family [see "Alexander Bryan of Milford, Conn. ,". 


and "The Bryans of Aylesbury, England," ante, 9:89-90;. 
10:90-100)j. Moreover, Smyth was never able to show ~ 
omen t Candee Baldwin any proof that Sarah roy born a« 
Bryan |C. C. Baldwin, The Baldwin Genealogy, 1881, p..." 
41, and Supplement, 1889, p. 992,:and his Alexander ~ 

Bryan of Milford, Connecticut, 1889 (printed as an ap-, 


_ pendix in the latter and also separately). An excel- 5; 


lent and full. discussion of these points is in Herbert 
Furman Seversmith, Colonial Families of Lon Island,,.,, : 


New York and Connecticut, p. 231 (Baldwin), pp. 4O7-: 5. 
473 (Bryan); Pp. 1951 (marriage of Richard Platt and *, ay 
Mary Wood) Je : mo , ‘* : Tee LAs, ,eL s a4 he 8. _ 
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~ Possibly Sarah ( ) (Baldwin) Astwood was a Bry- 
an by birth, but no proof. of this has been published. 
Whether Bryan or not, Sarah was probably born in co. 
Buckingham about 1600, and was married first, about 
~1620, to Sylvester Baldwin of Aston Clinton in that 
county, by whom she had ten children, all but the young- 
est of whom were baptised at Aston Clinton. The Bald- 
win family emigrated to New England in the summer of 
1638, and Sylvester Baldwin died in June or July of 
that year, on board the ship Martin at sea. His nuncu- 
-- pative will was proved at omg = July 1638 [c. c. 
Baldwin, Baldwin Genealogy, p. 4lj. The widow Sarah 
Baldwin and her children went on to New Haven and fi- 
nally settled at Milford, where in 1640 she married 
second, as his second wife, Captain John Astwood, a 
native of Stanstead Abbots, co. Hertford, and a follow- 
er of Mr. Peter Prudden. Astwood was one of those who 
joined with Prudden in the covenant of the Milford 
Church at New Haven on 22 Aug. 1639. He later became 
a magistrate at Milford, and the representative of the 
New Haven Colony at the meetings of the New England 
Confederation in 1648, 1649, 1652 and 1653. On l2 Oct. 
1653, the General Court of New Haven Colony appointed 
Astwood its agent in England, to invoke the help of the 
Protector Oliver Cromwell in the removal of the Dutch 
from New Netherland. Astwood arrived in England in the 
spring of 16054. Cromwell suggested to him that the New 
Haven colonists either "remoue the Dutch or plant in 
Delawar." Astwood temporized, knowing that such moves 
might endanger "Christ's Kingdom," so painfully estab- 
lished by the New Haven colonists. He might have been 
overruled be Cromwell,’ but he sickened and died in the 
summer of 105i (Calder, New Haven Colony, pp. 47, 74, 
86, 108, 198, 212]. Astwood's will, in which he called 
himself “of Milford in the Colony of Newhaven in New 
England," was dated 27 June 165 and proved 31 Aug. 
following (P.C.cC., 505 Alchin]}. In it, he named his 
son (by the first marriage) Samuel as executor, be- 

-~ queathed to his loving wife Sarah Astwood all his es- 
tate in New England, mentioned his brothers William and 
Robert, and also "my loving mother" whom he did not 
name [abstract in Henry F. Waters, Genealogical Glean- 
ings in England, 1:81). 

The widow Sarah ( )(Baldwin) Astwood continued 
to live in Milford and made her will 9 Nov. 1669 (prov- 
ed 20 Nov. 1669). After providing for her Baldwin des- 
cendants, she said, "i also desire and appoint my be- 
loved brothers Richard Platt and Thomas Wheeler to be 
the overseers to see this my will fulfilled." Richard 
Platt and Thomas Wheeler were also witnesses. This is 
the reason that Alrick H. Man had for thinking that 
Mary (Wood) Platt was a Bryan, and sister of Sarah. 
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But we know positively that Mary was a Wood and had no 
sister Sarah. Sarah may or may not have been a Bryan, 
but in any event she could not have been either a sis-— 
ter or a half-sister of Mary (Wood) Platt. 

Possibly Sarah was merely speaking of Richard Platt 
and Thomas Wheeler: as her "brethren in the church." 

But if she did mean that they were her relatives, the 
solution of the problem of relationship appears to be 
involved. The present writer does not know the birth- 
Place of Thomas Wheeler of Milford, and has no idea how 
he could have been related to Sarah. But it is worth 
noting that John Astwood was born at Stanstead Abbots, 
a village located halfway between Ware and Roydon, and 
two miles from each. Astwood was aged 26 when he came 
to New England on the Hopewell in the summer of 1635 ~ 
[Col. Charles E. Banks, The Planters of the Common- 
wealth, 1930, p. 158], so he was born about 1609. He 
was not a brother, a brother-in-law, or a half-brother 
of Mary (Wood) Platt. But just possibly he might have 
been a younger half-brother of Richard Platt, if the 
latter's mother, Mary ( ) Platt, had left Ware im- 
mediately after George Platt's death in April 1609 and 
had remarried a man from Stanstead Abbots, two miles 
away. It must be emphasized that this is mere conjec- 
ture and that no proof has been found. The Parish Reg- 
isters of Stanstead Abbots do not begin until 1678, and 
no wills of John Astwood's parents have been found. 

The will of Deacon Richard Platt of Milford is an - 
important document. It was dated 4 Aug. 1683 and, af- 
ter the usual religious preamble, contained the follow- 
ing clauses: 


Imp’ I give unto my son John Platt beside what I 
have formerly given him twenty six pound & foure bibles: 
for his children. I give unto my son Isaac Platt twen- 
ty pound beside what I have formerly given him & for 
his children three bibles. I give unto my son Epenetus 
Platt beside what I have formerly given him twenty 
pound & for his children three bibles. 

I give my son in law Christopher Comstocke & his 
wife beside what I have formerly given him twenty two 
pound & for his children three bibles. I give Samuel 

Bech [Beach] beside what I have formerly given him six 
pound. I give Hannah & Deborah Merwin two bibles. 

I give Elder [Daniel] Buckingham five pound towards 
bringing up his son to be a schollar. 

I give my son Epenetus five pound toward bringing up 
his son to be a schollar. 

I give my son Josia Platt beside what I Sead former- 
ly given him the meadow on y® far side the creeke by. . 
stubby playne, « halfe the pasture or land by y® necke: 
gate, & the land not yet taken in of my division & 
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halfe the pasture land below the two orchards, « five 
bibles for his children. I give Josiah Whitmore & his 
sister two bibles. I give my son Joseph Platt's chil- 
dren two bibles... 

me I give my son Joseph Platt all the remainder of my 
estate, housing, barnes, lands, meadows, corne, cattle, 
mares, sheep, hogs, moveables, he paying the legacyes 
above named & debts. 

I make my son Joseph Platt my executor of this my 
last Will. ath, | 

I desire Elder Buckingham & my son Josia Platt to 
see this my Will fulfilled & I give Elder Buckingham & 
my son Josia twenty shillings apiece for their paynes. 

[Signed] Richard Platt 
Daniel Buckingham witness. 
-Josia Platt witness. 

An Inventory of the estate of Deacon Richard Platt 
Fg a deceased taken by us underwritten ffebryY 13, 
1604, 

Samuell Ells ) 

John Streame ( Apprizers 

Sylvanus Baldwin ) 

' Totall amount £547/05/07. 

[New Haven Probate Records, vol. 1, part 2, p. 138) 


Children of Richard and Mary (Wood) Platt: 


i. Mary*, bap. at Roydon 11 Nov. 1629; d. at Middletown, 
Conn., 17 June 1669; m. (1) at New Haven (Capt. John 
Astwood officiating), 1 May 1651, Luke Atkinson, as 
his second wife. Luke Atkinson may have come to New 
England with’ Stephen Goodyear on the St. John in 160 
(Calder, New Haven Colony, p. 74) and was among the 
very early settlers of New Haven. He was one of 
those who criticized Mr. John Davenport (ibid., p. 
94), and in 1656 he and his family moved to Widdle- 
town, Conn., where he d. before Jan. 1666/7 (New Ha- 
ven Genealogical Magazine, 1:59). Mary (Platt) At- 
kinson m. at Middletown, 3 Jan. 1666/7, Thomas 
Wetmore or -Whitmore, who was b, in England ca. 1615 
and d. at Middletown 1] Dec. 1681 (see ante, 12:160, 
212, 213; L. Effingham de Forest & Anne Lawrence de 
Forest, Moore and Allied Families, 1938, pp. 618-627, 
including a detailed biography of Thomas Wetmore; 
a .:  ~ James Carnahan Wetmore, The Wetmore Family of America, 
1861, passim). The nameS Of all the children of Mary 
(Platt )(Atkinson) Wetmore are not known, and it must 
; : be noted that the will of her father Richard Platt 
aad named none of her Atkinson children. Children: 
\y - 1, Mary Atkinson, b. at New Haven 1h May 1652; ad- 
cs : .mitted to Milford Church 25 June 1676, cast 
? ome out 16 Feb. 1678 (1678/9), restored as "now 
Baldwin formerly Atkins" 25 Apr. 1679; m. in 
1679 (New Haven County Court Records) Zecha- 
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riah? Baldwin, bap. at Milford 22 Sept. 1660, 
d. there 31 May 1722, son of Richard¢ (Syl- 
vester!) and Elizabeth (Alsop) Baldwin. They 
had three known children, and Mary d. prob- 
ably before 1691, as about that time Zechari- 
ah Baldwin m, (2) Elizabeth (Ratleff) Sanford 
and by her had eight more children. 

2. Hannah Atkinson, b. at New Haven 9 Dec. 1653. 

. Sarah Atkinson, b. at New Haven 18 Nov. 1655. 

. (probably) Rebecca er ioe b. (probably at 
Middletown) ca. 1658, d. at Milford 28 Mar. 
1710; m. (1) there, 26 Feb. 1679/80, Thomas2 
Canfield, b. there 1h Oct. 165, d. there 
1689, son of Thomas! and -Phebe ( ) Can- 
field of Milford. They had five children. Re- 
becca m. (2) at Milford, 28 Apr. 1695, as his~ 
third wife, Samuel Camp (known as Deacon, 
Lieutenant, Mason and Senior), b. at New Ha- 
ven ca. 1645, d. at Milford 27 Jan. 1736 ae. 
91 (entry of his grandson in Ridgebury church 
records), son of Edwardl and Mary ( 
Camp. They had three children. It would 
have pleased Deacon Platt to know that a 
grandson of Rebecca by her first husband was 
the Rev. Thomas Canfield of Roxbury, Conn., 
and that a grandson by her second husband 
was the Rev. Samuel Camp of Ridgebury, Conn. 
(See, for some account of the Camo family, 
Ancestry of William Francis Joseph Boardman, 
by himself, pp. 148-164, which errs, however, 
as to the date of death of Samuel@ Camp. ) 

5. (probably) Samuel Atkinson (or Atkins) of Mil- 
“y ford, b. (probably at Middletown) ca. 1660, 
d. at Milford 1697 (inventory of his estate, 
6 Nov. 1697); m. 1693 (New Haven County Court 
records) Esther (Welch) Fenn, bap. at Milford 
7 Aug. 1664, d. there 1715 (adm'n on her es- 
tate granted l} Apr, 1715 to her son Joseph 
Fenn), widow of Joseph Fenn and dau. of Thom 
* as and Hannah (Buckingham) Welch of Milford. 
Two children, 
6, Josiah Wetmore or Whitmore, b; at Middletown \ 


rw 


29 Mar. 1668.. 
7.  Mehitabel Wetmore or Whitmore, b. at Middle- \ 
town 17 June 1669. ey ‘ 
(For the Wetmore children, see The Wetmore pear). t \ 


ii. John, bap. at Ware 11 Jan. 1631/2, qd. at Norwalk, Con 
6 Noy. i405 ‘Chlpiev B. Wat, op. elt: be. tac Ba, 
John? Platt was a figure of Considerable i ee 
He moved from Milford to Norwalk, received grants of 
land there in 1660, 1663 and 1672; became a freeman, 

: Oct. 1667, and a deacon of the church in Norwalk as 

' well as Sergeant of the Norwalk Train Band, He-serv- 
ed as Deputy from Norwalk to the General Assembly of -~ 
oye Oct.: 1678, Oct,.1680, Oct. 1681, May : 
2 


and Oct. 1682, May, Oct. and.Nov. 1683, May and Oct. ~~ °, 
ral : :! _ * 
: eT eee 
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168), May and Oct. 1685, May, July and Oct. 1686, 
Jan. 1687, May and July 1691, Oct. 1692, Mar. 1693, 


‘and Oct. 1694. In 1680 he was one of the three com- 


missioners appointed to lay out the plantation north 
of Stamford, and in 1687 he was one of the three cho- 
sen to lay out Danbury. The will of Mr. John Platt, 
dated 6 Nov. 1705 (the day of his death), was proved 
6 Dec. 1705 and recorded in Fairfield Probate, 5:72. 
The inventory was dated 29 Nov. 1705. In the will he 
called himself "of Norwalk, husbandman," and stated 
that he was "very sick." 

John® Platt m. at Milford, 6 June 1660, Hannah® 
Clark, bap. at Milford 29 Nov. 1640, living when her 
husband's will was made in 1705. She was the dau. of 
"Farmer" George! Clark of Milford and Sarah his wife 
(ante, vol. 9, ps 1033 Selleck, Miner Family, pp. 
87-83 Jacobus, Old Fairfield, 1:83 George Clarke 
Bryant, ed. Jacohus, Deacon George Clark(e) of Mil- 
ford, 1949, pp. 4h, 5, 7, 8, 10, II, IL). aed < 

Thomas! Fitch of Norwalk made his will on 6 Oct. 
1696 and said therein that "I do constitute my son 
John Fitch my sole executor and my loving cousin 
Serjeant John Platt overseer of this my last will and 
testament" (The Fitch Family, 1930, p. 115). "Cousin" 
was an elastic term, and should in this case probably 
be Te as meaning "my son's bpothadtes inde. 
for Thomas-+ Fitch's eldest son Thomas‘ married Ruth 
Clark, sister of Hannah (Clark) Platt. 

Children, born at Norwalk: 

¥. John}, b. in June 1664, d. at Norwalk in 1736; 
m. (1) in May 1695, Sarah3 Lockwood, b. at 
Norwalk 3 Nov. 1670; prob. m. (2) at New Ha- 
ven, 20 Nov. 1722, Mrs. Mary Smith. Six 
children by first marriage. 

2. Josiah, b. 28 Dec. 1667, prob. d. young. 

3. Samuel, b. 26 Jan. 1670/1, d. at Norwalk l Dec. 
1713; m. there 18 June 1712 Rebecga? Bene- 
dict, b. ca. 1690, dau. of Samvel* and Rebec- 
ca (Andrews) Benedict of Danbury. One child, 

. Joseph, b. 17 Feb. 1672/3, d. at Norwalk 12 

June 1748 (Man, op. cit., p. 8). He was 

Deputy from Norwalk to the General Assembly 

39 times, also Captain of the North Company, 

Norwalk Train Band, Justice for 30 years, and 

Commissioner to draw the boundary line be- 

tween Conn. and New York in 1720. _He m. (1) 

at Norwalk, 6 Nov. 1700, Elizabeth} Marvin, 

b. there 2 Dec. 1671, d. there 9 Apr. 1703, 

- dau. of Matthew? and Mary Marvin of Norwalk. 

He m. (2) at Norwalk, 26 Jan. 1703/l, Han- 


2 ieee & nah* Hanford, b. there 28 June 1665, dau. of 


fe: Rev. Thomas+ and Mary (Wiles)(Ince) Hanford. 
One child by first wife, two by second. 


* 5, Hannah, %. 15 Dec. 16743 m. ca. 1701-2 Same13 


Marvin, b. ca. 1664, d. soon after 175, son 
of Matthew2 and Mary Marvin. Seven children. 
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6, Sarah, b. 21 May 1678, d. at Wilton, Conn., 10 
Nov. 1750; m. at Norwalk, 6 Sept. 170, Sam- 
uel? Kellogg, b. there "latter end of Feb." 
1673/l, d. at Wilton 13 Oct. 1757. Eight 
children, 

7. Mary, b. 1 May 1683 (Alrick H. Man, op. cit., 
vol. 1, p. 8); m. before 29 Nov. 1705 a Bene- 
dict, perhaps (Deacon) Benjamin} Benedict of 
Stamford, who d. there 3 July 1773, and whose 
wife Mary d. there 30 Nov. 1771. 

iii. Isaac, bao. at Ware 10 Apr. 1633; d. at Huntington, L, 
I., 31 July 1691; Recorder of Huntington in 1687 and 
Captain of Militia there. He was one of the ten 
grantees of the tract called "Paugasuck" on Long Is- 
land, which the grantees placed under New Haven's 
jurisdiction in 1655. He moved to Huntington before ~ 
6 Apr. 1663 (printed Records of Huntington, 1:5), 
and was made a freeman of Connecticut (as a resident 
of Huntington), 12 May 166). His will was dated 22 
May 1691. He m., presumably at Huntington, ca. 166h, 
Elizabeth3 Wood, b. ca. 165, dau. of Jonas® Wood 
(Sdmundl) of Oram in the parish of Halifax, co. York, 
and later of Huntington. She survived her husband. 
Isaac Platt's younger brother Epenetus married Eliza- 
beth Wood's sister Phebe, and it is a curious coinci- 
dence that the maiden surnames of the mother and of 
the wives of these Platt brothers were the same. But 
there was no connection between the Wood family of 
Roydon, Essex, and that of Halifax, co. York. For 
the latter, see Selleck, Miner Family, op. 50-62, and 
ante, 11:1)8-53, 199-205. Isaac and Elizabeth (Wood) 
Platt had six children, all b. at Huntington: 1. E- 
lizabeth3, b. 15 Sept. 1665; 2. Jonas, b. 10 Aug. 
1667; 3. John, b. 29 June 1669; lh. Mary, b. 26 Oct. 
167; 5. Joseph, b. 8 Sept. 1677; 6. Jacob, b. 29 

, Sept. 1682. | 

“iv. Samuel, bap. at Ware 9 Dec. 1633 evidently d. young 
ca. 1638-9, perhaps in London, perhaps during the 
family's passage across the Atlantic. 

v. Sarah, bap. at Ware 11 Sept. 1636, d. at Milford 15 
May 1670. She m. (1) ca. 1653 Thomasl Beach, then 
of New Haven, who moved to Milford in 165 or 1655 ~ 
and d. there early in 1662 (inventory of his estate | 
taken 31 May 1662; Miles Merwin, administrator). She 
m, (2) as his second wife, ca. 1665, Miles+ Merwin 
of Milford, who was there by 165 and had seven chil- 
dren by his former wife, who d. in July 166. Miles 
Merwin d, at Milford 23 Apr. 1697. (For Beach, see 
New Haven Gen. Mag., 1:1l8-9, and ante, 9:101-h; 
also Alfred H. and Cora M, Beach, Beach Family Maga- 
zine, Casper, Wvo., 1926, 1:12-3; Anderson, Smith 
and Hale Ancestry, po. 376-7. For Merwin, see ante, 
5:106-7, I09, I7I; Jacobus, Old Fairfield, 1:400-77 
Anderson, op. cit., p. 377; and Caroline G. Newton, 
Miles Merwin, I909.) Sarah (Platt)( Reach) Merwin 
had nine children, five by Beach, four by Merwin:. 
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1. Sarah Beach, b. at New Haven 1 Mar. 1653/h, d. 
young; 2. John Beach, b. at Milford 19 Oct. 1655; 

3. Mary Beach, b. at Milford 27 Dec. 1657; lh. Samuel 
Beach, b. at Milford 5 June 1660; 5. Zophar Beach 

b. at Milford 27 May 1662; 6. Martha Merwin (twin), 
b. at Milford 23 Jan. 1665/6; 7. Mary Merwin (twin), b. 
at Milford 23 Jan. 1665/6; 8. Hannah Merwin, b. at 
Milford 15 Nov. 1667; 9. Deborah Merwin, b. at Mil- 
ford 2 Apr. 1670. 

vi. Epenetus, b. at Milford, and bap. there 2 July 160; d. 
at Huntington, L.I., between 1 Sept. 1693 (the date 
of his will) and 13 Nov. 1693 (the date of probate). 
He joined his brother Isaac at Huntington before 12 
May 1664, on which date both brothers became freemen 
of Connecticut, which then had jurisdiction over Hun- 
tington. He was imprisoned in 1681 by order of Gov- 
ernor Andros for attending a meeting of delegates of 
the several towns on Long Island to obtain "a redress 
of grievances under (Andros') arbitrary rule." He 
was commissioned Captain of a company of militia in 
Suffolk Co., L.I., 3 May 1689, was a Justice of the 
Peace, and held other offices of honor and trust. 
(Selleck, Miner Family, pp. 18-9). He m. in 1667 
Phebe3 Wood, b. Ca. 1647, dau. of Jonas® Wood (called 
"Jonas Wood Oram to distinguish him from his cousin, 
Jonas Wood Halifax") of Huntington. Phebe (Wood) 
Platt d. between 12 Jan. 1696/7, the date of her will, 

and 2h July 1697, the date of probate (abstracts of 
the wills of Epenetus and Phebe are in Selleck, Mi- 
ner Family, p. 149). Epenetus and Phebe (Wood) Platt 
had nine children, all b. at Huntington: 1. Phebe3, 
b. 19 Mar. 1668/9; 2. Mary, b. 11 Jan. 1671/2; 3. 

. Epenetus,:-b. 4 Apr. 167h; lL. Hannah, b. 23 Aug. 1679; 
5S. Elizabeth,’b. 1 Mar. 1682; 6. Jonas, b. 2h Apr. 
168) (grandfather of Judge Zephaniah Platt, founder 
of Plattsburgh, N.Y.); 7. Jeremiah, b. 25 Nov. 1686; 
8. Ruth, b. 13 June 1688; 9. Sarah, b. l Feb. 1692/3. 
(Editor's Note: the marriages of 2. Mary, 6. Jonas, 
and 9. Sarah, are erroneously stated in Miner Family 

ve. .-, . and should not be followed. ) 

_ vii; Hannah, bap. at Milford 1 Oct. 163, probably d. at 
.-» Norwalk, Conn., after 28 Dec. 1702. She m. (rec. at 

“; . «| Norwalk) 6 Oct. 1663, Christopher Comstock, who was 

i ~~ bd, ca. 1633-5 and.d. at Norwalk 28 Dec. 1702. He was 

probably (but not.certainly) a son of William! Com- 
“stock of Wethersfield and New London, Conn. Chris- 

"© topher Comstock was at Fairfield by 1653, for in the 

it following year he testified to having visited the ~ 

"= * .* convicted witch, Goodwife Knapp, wife of Roger Knapp 

' «  “% Of Fairfield, who had been executed for witchcraft in 

1653. The visit to the witch was made in company 
‘with Thomas Shervington and Goodwife Baldwin. Chris- 
topher moved to Norwalk before 1663, became an inn- 
- keeper, and was nominated for freeman of Conn. Colony 

-10 Oct. 1667. He served as Deputy from Norwalk to 

the Conn, General Assembly in Oct. 1686, May and June 
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1689, and May 1690. In 1692 he served on the grand 
_ jury which indicted Mercy Disbrow and others for 
witchcraft. His will, dated 22 Dec. 1701, was proved 
l, Jan. 1702/3, and named wife Hannah, sons Moses and 
Samuel, daughters Hannah Comstock and Mercy Comstock; 
every grandchild was to have a Bible; his wife and 
son Samuel to be executors and friends Rev. Stephen 
Buckingham and James Olmstead overseers. (See Cyrus 
-Ballou Comstock, A Comstock Genealogy, 1907; John 
Adams Comstock, A History and Genealogy of the Com- 
stock Family in America, 1948; Jacobus, Old Fairfield, 
1:156-7; Selleck, Miner Family, 92; and Holman, Ste- 
vens-Miller Ancestry, 1:479-83; also ante, vol. 30, 
pp. 61-5. Mrs. Holman observed (loc. cit.) that 
Christopher Comstock "may have been a Son of William 
Comstock....but no proof of the relationship has been 
discovered, and Christopher named no son William," 
But Hannah (Platt) Comstock was undoubtedly a daugh- 
ter of Richard Platt, yet Christooher and Hannah 
named no son Richard either, and not one of Christo- 
pher Comstock's children named a son Christopher. 
William, Richard and Christopher were all un-puritan 
names, and the Comstocks, like many Puritan families, 
were more influenced by devotion to the Bible than by 
filial piety in choosing names for their children.) 
Christopher and Hannah (Platt) Comstock had eight 
children, all b. at Norwalk: 1. Daniel, b. 21 July 
1664; 2. Hannah, b. 15 July 1666; 3. Abigail, b. 27 
Jan. 1669/70, d. 9 Feb. 1689/90; lh. Mary, b. 19 Feb. 
1671/2; 5. Elizabeth, b. 7 Oct. 1673; 6. Mercy, b. 
12 Nov. 1676; 7. Samuel, b. 6 Feb. 1679/80; 8. Moses, 


. b. lk May 1685. 
~{ viii. Josiah, bap. at Milford in Nov. 165, d. there 1 Jan. 

; 172h/5. He was made a freeman in May 1671. His ~ 
will, dated 20 Aug. 1717, and proved 1 Feb. 172h/5, 
named his sons John, Josiah, Richard and Joseph, 
daughters Sarah Bryan, Mary Clark, Hannah Merwin and 
Abigail Briscoe. He m. at Milford, 2 Dec. 1669, Sa- 
rah¢ Canfield, dau. of Thomas! and Phebe ( 
Canfield. Sarah was prob. b. ca. 1651, but was not 
bap. at Milford till 9 Mar. 1655/6 with other chil- . 
dren of her parents, and d. before her husband. - a 
(For this family, see ante, 9:108, 109, 1ll-l, 116, . 
and the Mss. of the late George Clarke Bryant in the 
library of the New Haven Colony Historical Society... 
For Canfield, see Frederick A. Canfield, A History ~ 
of Thomas Canfield and Matthew Canfield, I897, bp. 

' TIO=-3; “Villiam F. Jy Boardman, Ancestry of William. 
Francis Joseph Boardman, 1906, pp. 2260-73 MS. Can- 
. Field Genealogy (on cards) in the library of the N.° .. 
- J. Historical Society, Newark, N.J.) 2. 
’ Josiah and Sarah (Canfield) Platt had nine ehil- 
‘ . dren, b, at Milford: ¥1. Josiah, b.°29 June 1671, ‘a. 
young; 2, Sarah, b. ?- Sept T1679, bap..1 Mar. 1673/h3 » 
> -3. Mary, b, 13 Nov. 1675, bap. 21 Nov. 1675; l. John, 


b. 5 Sect. 1677, bap. 9 Sept. 16775 S4Josiah, b. 12 
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RICHARD PLATT OF MILFORD, CONN. 169 
Jan. 1679/80; b. 9 Aug. 1682, bap. 13 
Aug. 1682; 7. Geb bap. 29 Nov. 1685; 8. Abigail, 


tory taken 21 Mar. 1703/4. He was confirmed Lieuten- 
ant of the "eldest Train Band" at Milford, Oct. 1698, 
and served as Deputy from Milford to the Conn. Gen- 
eral Assembly, May 1700. He m. at Milford, 5 Ma 
1680, Mary? Kellogg, b. at Norwalk in Feb. 1661/2, 
dau. of Daniell and Bridget (Bouton) Kellogg of Nor- 
walk. She survived her husband. (For this family, 
see ante, 9:11l-7; the George Clarke Bryant Mss. and 
the AIrick H. Man Mss. For Kellogg, see Timothy 
Hopkins, The Kelloggs in the Old World and the New, 
3 vols., 1903, and Jacobus, Old Fairfield, I: 357-6. ) 
Joseph and Mary (Kellogg) Platt had nine children, 
b. at Milford: 1. Ma b. 31 Aug. 1681, bap. Sept. 
1681; 2. Josevh, b. eb. 1683/4; 3. Phebe, bap. 7 
Mar. 1685/6; lh. John, bap. 28 Apr. 1689, dv Oct. 
1689; S. Samuel, bap. 7 Sept. 1690; 6. Hannah, bap. 
9 Apr. 1693; 7. Epenetus, bap. 17 May 1696; 8. Eliza- 
beth, bap. 20 Feb. 1697/8; 9. Gideon, bap. 29 Sept. 
1700. ; 


' bap. h Mar. 1687/8; 2s Joseth, bap. 15 Jan. 1692/3. 
~y ix. Joseph, bap. at Wilfo 1 Apr. 1649, d. there; inven- 
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t—Pedtgree-of the Wood-Fantly of Roydon, co. Essex 


SN son Wood of Roydon, co. Essex, yeoman, was 
probably born about 1570-80, but his baptism does not 
appear the Parish Registers of Roydon. He may have 
been a son\or grandson of the man buried as "Father 
Wood" at Roydon, 18 Apr. 1592. He is certainly the 
John Wood ees taxéd at Roydon in Harlow Hundred, 
Essex, in the Lay Subsidy of 21 James I (1623) [(P.R.O. 
112/613]. He was*buried at Roydon 7 Dec. 1635, leaving 
no will, and there ig no record of his estate. No mem- 
ber of the Wood family was taxed at Roydon in the Ship 
Money Subsidy of 1636 (Charles E. Banks Mss., Rare Book 
Room, Library of Congress}. Washington, D.C.: Essex Sub- 
sidies]. 

John Wood was married, presumably in a neighboring 
parish, about 1602, to Jane -——<—, who died at Roydon 
2 Sept. 1649 and was buried therexas "Jeane Wood Wid- 
dow" on k Sept. 1649. 

. Children {surname Wood}: 


~ 


i. John, not recorded in the Roydon Paris 
presumably was b. and bap. in his moth 


Registers, so 
's native 


a & ‘parish ca. 1603. He was probably educated at Cam- 


\ ». ., bridge University, not far from Roydon, butit has 
not been possible to identify him with any particu- 
lar one of the numerous John Woods in John and ‘J, A. 
Venn, Alumni Cantabrigienses. He was evidently or- 
dained to the ministry and, as a Puritan, was eject- 
ed from his living either in 1660 or 1662, which 
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